
Reading of Banns  

 

Banns are an announcement in church of your intention to marry and a chance for anyone to put forward a reason why the marriage may not lawfully take 

place. Banns need to be read in the parish where each of you lives as well as the parish church in which you are to be married, if that is somewhere else. 

You must have your banns read out in church for three Sundays during the three months before the wedding. This is often done over three consecutive 

Sundays but does not have to be.  

 

If there is not enough notice given for the Banns to be read before the marriage is due to take place, or in the case of the marriage of people whose 

nationality is not British, or if one or both of you do not live in England, it is recommended that the Licence procedure be used rather than Banns. This is 

especially recommended if there is any doubt as to the legal requirements of the home country of a non-British person for recognition of an English Church 

marriage.  

To have your banns read please print out and fill in the form below, and return it with a cheque for £34 made out to the PCC of your parish church. For 

example if you live in the parish of St Mary’s you would make the cheque out to ‘St Mary’s PCC’. 

To check what parish you live in please follow the link to the ‘Church Near You’ website on the home page and type in your postcode. 

Please return completed form and cheque to the Partnership Office (address on the homepage). 

You will then be contacted about when you banns are going to be read and how to arrange collection of the certificate. 

Notes on Completing Banns Form below 

 



 


