MINISTERS LETTER
Out of the mouths of babes...

"There's something special going on, something special going on
and we don't know what it is..." These are words from a song
one of my children learned at infant school one Christmas and
sang over and over again that year as he rehearsed it for the
school’s nativity play.

{ often think of those words at this time of year, as we move
between the feast of St. Michael and All Angels (29th
September) and the patronal festival of this church, All Saints,
on Ist November. We have churches in the Fast Bristol
Fartnership who are dedicated to both of these great occasions,
each of which is a celebration of something special going on
that we can't see, féel or touch. On both occasions we are
invited to celebrate and meditate on something hidden,
mysterious and quite wonderfil; something which impacts on
our Christian journey all the time, often without our even
knowing it.

I have to admit that I had not given angels a lot of thought until
1 suddenly found myself being Vicar of a church dedicated to St
Michael the Archangel. St. Michael is the warrior archangel
who is recorded in the Book of Revelation as having overcome
the devil in a war that took place in heaven. He is often
depicted in Christian art holding his flaming sword and with
the devil at his feet. There is 2a wonderful Epstein sculpture of
him outside the new Coventry cathedral which grew out of the
ashes of the old cathedral destroyed by firebombs in the Second



1 OVE AND PROTECTION

The love and affection of angels flying,

The love and affection of saints undying,
Heaven's love and affection satisfying,

O your guarding and cherishing let them be,
Your so loving protection cternally.

Ancient Celtic prayer for protection



