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Wedding Celebration at St Michael The Archangel, Two Mile 

Hill 
Revd. John Goodridge 

 
It has been interesting to learn from so many people from all 
over Bristol and beyond that they were married at St Michael 
the Archangel, Two Mile Hill. 
 
St Michael’s was consecrated by the Bishop of Gloucester and 
Bristol on the 22 August 1848 and was built from stone actually 
quarried in the parish. The parish at this time was mainly rural 
consisting of 2000 acres stretching to the River Avon at 
Hanham. Of course, over time, it has become part of the 
urbanisation of Bristol.  
However it is interesting to note that when you enter St 
Michael’s, it is very much like entering a country parish church. 
St Michaels has served the local community for 162 years and 
will hopefully go on being there for the people for many years 
to come. 
  
Although we are a small community, we are still active as the 
Parish Church for this particular area of Bristol and we also 
form part of the East Bristol Partnership of Churches. We have 
recently redecorated part of the church and sanctuary, which 
has greatly improved the ambiance of the building creating a 
sense of light.  
 
It has been decided that we will hold a celebration service for 
all who have been married at St Michael’s over the years. This 
will be held in the church on Sunday 10 October @ 4:00pm 
followed by refreshments. This act of celebration will be a 
chance to relive an important mile stone in the lives of so many 
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as they started their married life together. We sincerely hope 
that those whose partners have died will also be able to join 
with us and celebrate and give thanks for their years together. 
If you have any photographs of your wedding day, please bring 
them along. 
 
In this time of greater secularisation and criticism of religious 
institutions, it is so important to remind people of the values of 
family life and the importance of marriage, which ultimately 
gives so much stability to children in very difficult times. 
 
Of course our records do not tell us where people live now, so it 
is impossible for us to send out personal invitations hence this 
article. We sincerely hope that as many people as possible, no 
matter how long ago they were married, will join us in this 
celebration of Christian marriage.     

Jokes 
From Revd. John Goodridge 

• A man was clearing out his garden shed and noticed he 
had quite a few Dusty Springfield albums, which were 
just gathering dust on a shelf. So he sold them on e-bay. 
The next day he went into his shed and thought to 
himself................wait for it 

 ..... "I don't know what to do with my SHELF!" 

• A man went to the doctors and said, "I'm worried doctor, 
because I keep thinking I'm Tom Jones" 

                                 The Doctor replied, "That's not unusual"  

• "The only exercise I seem to get these days is jumping to 
conclusions!!! 
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Messy Church Week at St. Aidan with St. George, August 

2010 
Revd. Trev Denley 

 
We had the time of our lives. For a week, in conjunction with 
Summerhill Methodist church, our ecumenical partners, we 
hosted a Messy Church week during the school holidays. This 
was partly funded by the Partnership Mission fund. 
This was an extension of the Messy Church we run each week at 
Air Balloon School. 
Although advertised as an event for children the spin off had a 
good attendance by Mums, Dads, Nans and Granddads. It was 
interesting to watch them. Initially they would sit on the chairs 
around the outside of the hall watching the children getting 
truly messy and learning about God’s gift to us, and then 
gradually they would join in, they would open up in 
conversation and share their experiences. 
We covered a different theme each day, Creation, Adam and 
Eve, Noah, the Flood and the Ark, Jacob and the Ladder, and 
Joseph and his Coat. 
The children (of ALL ages) made papier mache worlds, Animals, 
a fabulous Ark, rainbows, full size self portraits, angels, 
ladders, technicolour coats and a LOT of mess. One highlight 
was the water pistol fight (to replicate the flood) on the scout 
field next to the church. After we finished we sang some songs 
and prayed and people stopped in the road to listen and smile! 
We averaged 21 children per day. 
God was clearly at work not just among the children but also 
the adults, because it gave them an opportunity to share. 
Where one parent had an issue another had experienced the 
same issue and was able to offer advice. Unknowingly and 
unwittingly they were sharing. It gave us an opportunity to 
share what as Christians we often take for granted, that God 
loves us all, with people who had never imagined that they 
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could be recipients of such unconditional love and to do it in a 
non intimidating place and manner. 
I realise that this may sound a bit trite but the truth of the 
matter was that it was not the ‘experts’ doing the sharing it 
was the beneficiaries of that love. That is all of us! 
I am constantly frustrated by the negative press that children 
and young people normally attract, Messy Church week for me 
continued to reinforce the fact that it is the young who have 
much to teach the more senior of us. Teamwork, having fun, 
mutual respect and an unbridled willingness to share what was 
good. 
Roll on half term when we repeat the project for a couple of 
days. 
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White Poppies 
Alison Wren, All Saints 

 
The white poppy made its first appearance on Armistice Day 1933, 
as an expression of concern that despite World War One being "the 
war to end wars" , that it would soon be followed by another war. 
Hundreds of wars later, after the killing of more than 200 million 
people worldwide, the white poppy is a symbol of our grief for 
everyone harmed by war, and a commitment to work for peaceful 
resolution of conflict. 
  
I personally always wear a red poppy as a mark of respect for 
soldiers killed and maimed, and a white poppy to state my belief 
that there must be a better way forward, and to remember all the 
other victims of war,  All money donated goes to fund the 
educational work of the Peace Pledge Union 
(www.whitepoppy.org). 
  



6 

 

If anyone wants to have a white poppy (donations welcome, but 
not necessary), you can call me at home on 0117-902-3770. I will 
leave a box of poppies at the back of All Saints, and will also try 
to be there at the end of the morning services for the two weeks 
before Armistice Day.  
  
In peace, 
  
Alison Wren 
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